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Preamble:

Climate action in the Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf

In July 2019 the City Council of the Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf passed a resolution to achieve climate-neutrality in Düsseldorf by the year 2035. Citywide CO2 emissions are to be reduced to an annual average of two tonnes per capita. The Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf’s strategy on the road to climate-neutrality seeks first to reduce energy use, increase energy efficiency and then to decarbonise the remaining energy consumption. 

This resolution distinguishes the Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf as both an initiator and driver of climate action in Düsseldorf. The city aims to act as a role model on the way to climate-neutrality. The proportion of CO2 emissions caused directly by municipal facilities therefore needs to fall quickly. A range of immediate measures and climate-protection resolutions has been initiated to achieve this. These include the refurbishment of municipal buildings to maximise energy-efficiency, the use of green electricity that is has proven ecological benefits, a switch to energy-saving LED lighting, an expansion of municipal funding programmes (climate-friendly homes and workplaces, cargo-bike schemes), a raising of energy standards in new buildings and an initiative for the explicit utilisation of solar energy potential.

Reducing the CO2 emissions of municipal facilities is only one step along the path to climate-neutrality. To meet this goal, all stakeholders within the city limits of Düsseldorf are called on to actively contribute to climate action. Alongside the business community, which includes the sectors skilled trades, retail, the service sector and industry, stakeholders also include private households and the transportation sector. 

The objective of climate-neutrality can only be achieved by working closely with the business community. To support businesses on their journey to climate-neutrality, the Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf has entered into the ‘Düsseldorf Climate Pact with the Business Community’ with the founding partners Düsseldorf Chamber of Industry and Commerce, Düsseldorf Chamber of Trade and Düsseldorf Association of Craft Trades. The city considers the goal of community climate action to be of utmost public and economic interest. It therefore guarantees the long-term, cross-sector provision of resources to address this issue, thereby creating framework conditions that will also help the business community to play its part in climate-neutrality by 2035.

Under the agreement ‘Düsseldorf Climate Pact with the Business Community’, the Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf and the founding partners have committed to an overarching and integrated partnership for climate action that leverages all possible synergy effects. With this cooperation, the climate partners are laying the foundation for a collective local movement. The goal: climate-neutrality by 2035.




Working together for more climate action

[bookmark: Text1]By signing this Climate Protection Agreement, company name becomes a voluntary climate partner to the Düsseldorf Climate Pact with the Business Community. As a climate partner, the participating company agrees to implement its own targets and measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, thereby playing a part in achieving the city-wide target of climate-neutrality by 2035.

Partner benefits 

In exchange, participating companies will be given access to the member network of the Düsseldorf Climate Pact and to the Climate Pact Office as a first point of contact. The office will pool and make available a wide range of information about the services offered by the city and the founding partners, including consultation, funding, networking and communication services. This collaboration enables the companies to plan and make economically viable investments in climate protection based on a reliable set of data. Sharing experience with other network members facilitates implementation. The consolidation of all of the participants’ activities reduces energy and resource consumption, helps to reduce costs, and creates competitive and reputational advantages. Additionally, taking a holistic approach to climate protection issues can minimise risks. For instance, increased energy autonomy helps to cushion the effects of price fluctuations.

At the same time, the companies can position themselves in a key socio-political context and demonstrate their commitment to protecting the climate and promoting technical innovations, all while gaining public visibility thanks to the services offered by the city.

Voluntary commitment

[bookmark: Text3]Company name sets itself the target of continually reducing greenhouse gas emissions and its energy and resource consumption until 2035. 

This reduction may relate to direct, indirect or other indirect emissions (known as Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions under the Greenhouse Gas Protocol) (see Annex 1). On request, the city can provide an external consultant to help determine and analyse the baseline corporate carbon footprint and propose corresponding savings targets and reduction measures. In the period leading up to 2035, targets may be corrected and adjustments made based on the experience gained in the process. 

Data is recorded in monitoring reports (see section 4).

Monitoring of results 

[bookmark: Text4]Monitoring to validate target attainment will be conducted at least every 5 years. To lay down an initial benchmark, company name will start by preparing a baseline corporate carbon footprint. This may be generated by the company itself (for instance, by using the ‘E-Tool’ for SMEs), with the help of its own recognised corporate carbon footprint expert, or with the assistance of a consultant provided by the city. This baseline corporate carbon footprint will serve as the basis for the first monitoring report due within 5 years. The emissions reduction potential should be specified as part of the assessment of the corporate carbon footprint. In accordance with the principle of territorial emissions, the focus should be on emissions arising within the city limits of Düsseldorf. Depending on the company’s business model, these will primarily be Scope 1 and 2 emissions, with Scope 3 emissions included in some cases. The monitoring reports to be provided at the stipulated intervals will ultimately result in a final report. The company’s achievements in reducing GHG emissions will be published with supporting press work on the websites/social media channels of Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf, Climate Pact Office and the founding partners, in observation of the applicable data protection laws. The City of Düsseldorf guarantees the security of the transferred data. Data will be aggregated such that third parties cannot draw any conclusions about the company and its operational procedures and will only be used for the calculation of emissions reductions in the context of the Climate Pact.

Cooperation and collaboration in the Düsseldorf Climate Pact network

[bookmark: Text5]Company name is willing to actively engage in regular member exchanges within the Düsseldorf Climate Pact network community. Participating climate partners may also enrol in existing programmes offered by Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf, such as the mobility partnership, ÖKOPROFIT® certification and the ‘Kompetenzregion Wasserstoff Düssel.Rhein.Wupper’ hydrogen project as well as programmes offered by the founding partners. Central components of this are mutual sharing of experience, learning with and from one another, and knowledge transfer.

Contract term

[bookmark: Text6]The Climate Protection Agreement between Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf and company name is currently intended to run until 2035, with the option to extend it subject to mutual consent. Any such extension must be made in writing. The agreement will remain in force until 2035, unless it is terminated in writing by either party.


Modification of the Düsseldorf Climate Pact 
with the Business Community

Should particular events – such as the earlier attainment of some or all of the targets – require specific parts or the agreement as a whole to be amended, this amendment must be made in writing.


Entry into force

[bookmark: Text7]This agreement between company name and Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf comes into effect on Click or type to enter a date..



Submission of Annex 1

Annex 1 is a constituent part of this agreement. The voluntarily provided information in Annex 1 constitutes each climate partner’s proposal to Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf for its greenhouse-gas reduction targets and measures. Annex 1 is to be adapted to and completed in accordance with the climate partner’s business model and the implementation status of its sustainability and climate protection measures. It must be submitted to Landeshauptstadt Düsseldorf within 9 months of this Climate Protection Agreement being signed. Companies that still need to prepare a baseline corporate carbon footprint have 15 months after signing the Climate Protection Agreement to submit Annex 1. The deadline for submitting Annex 1 is contingent on an existing offer of consultancy services by the city of Düsseldorf to assist with the preparation of the corporate carbon footprint.

This has been available to the climate partners since October 2022.
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